
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Louis Dreyfus Company Announces Key 

Food Innovation Investment 

ROTTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS, 26 February 2019 – Louis Dreyfus Company (LDC) 

announces its participation in the financing of Motif Ingredients, a Ginkgo Bioworks food ingredients 

spin-off launched today. 

Motif Ingredients aims to provide next-generation, alternative proteins and other sustainable 

ingredients to plant-based food developers. Using Ginkgo Bioworks’ platform for biological 

engineering, the new company will leverage biotechnology to create novel solutions for alternative 

foods that are more sustainable and affordable, without compromising on taste or nutrition. 

“We are excited to partner with Motif as a key step into the innovative food solutions space,” said 

Kristen Eshak Weldon, LDC’s Head of Food Innovation & Downstream Strategy. “The move is part of 

LDC’s strategy of pursuing innovative or disruptive solutions to help respond to changing consumer 

demand and to address the challenge of feeding a growing world population sustainably. We are 

convinced that Motif’s next-generation, plant-based ingredients will play a key role,” she added.  

Consumer demand for plant-based foods, such as meat substitutes or non-dairy milk, continues to 

gain momentum thanks to a growing awareness of and appreciation for the health and sustainability 

benefits of plant-based diet options.  

Food companies are rapidly innovating to keep up with demand, though obstacles remain to creating 

alternative products that maintain the taste, health profile and integrity of their animal-based 

counterparts. Using biotechnology and fermentation, Motif Ingredients will offer proteins derived from 

dairy, egg and meat that provide the nutrition and taste that consumers demand, at an accessible 

price that mass scale food markets require. 

In parallel, LDC continues to explore other opportunities to help transform the world’s food system 

toward the safe, sustainable production of the proteins essential to human life. 
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About Louis Dreyfus Company 

Louis Dreyfus Company is a leading merchant and processor of agricultural goods. We leverage our 

global reach and extensive asset network to serve our customers around the world, delivering the right 

products to the right location, at the right time – safely, responsibly and reliably. Our activities span the 

entire value chain from farm to fork, across a broad range of business lines (platforms). Since 1851 our 

portfolio has grown to include Oilseeds, Grains, Freight, Global Markets, Coffee, Cotton, Sugar, Rice, 

Dairy and Juice. We help feed and clothe some 500 million people every year by originating, processing 

and transporting approximately 81 million tons of products. Structured as a matrix organization of 6 

geographical regions and 10 platforms, Louis Dreyfus Company is active in over 100 countries and 

employs approximately 17,000 people globally. For more information, visit www.ldc.com and follow us 

on Twitter and LinkedIn. 
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